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Pica Disorder among Children with Autism Disorder
and children with Intellectual Disability

Ali M. Ali Abd Rabboh(") Afaf H.Abd El Aziz Hussein(")

Abstract

This study aimes to investigate differences in Pica disorder among
children with Autism Disorder (AD) and children with intellectual
disability. The study sample consists of 60 children, Their ages ranged
from 6 to 9 years, divided into two groups: 30 children with Autism
(M= 7.83, SD= +0.68) and 30 children with intellectual disability(M=
7.58, SD= #£0.73). Participants have been selected from the
Specialized Children's Hospital and Benha University Hospital. The
study instruments included: an initial interview to collect baseline data
about children with Autism and children with intellectual disability, a
socioeconomic and cultural status scale, the Colored Progressive
Matrices for intelligence, the Gilliam Autism Rating Scale, the
Adaptive Behavior Scale, and the Pica Diagnostic Scale. Results have
shown significant differences in Pica between children with Autism
and those with intellectual disability, with higher rates of Pica among

children with Autism.This may be due to several reasons, the most

important of which is that Pica disorder in childhood are common
manifestations among children with autism disorder and may be
caused by pathological, biological, health, and environmental causes
related to the disorder.

Key words: Pica Disorder, Autism, Intellectual disability.
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